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Functional and Stylish: A Cast Iron Franklin e
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he Catoctin Iron Furnace was in

operation from 1776 to 1903 and

remnants of this once industrious
facility can still be seen in the Cunningham
Falls State Park, in Frederick County, MD.
During its working life, the furnace
produced raw pig iron, ammunition
during the Revolutionary War, and
household items such as stoves, utensils,

and tools (Anderson 2013).

Figure 1. Five plates from the Catoctin Furnace Historical Society’s Franklin stove, with manufacturing information

and molded decoration, after conservation.
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FRANKLIN STOVES—The type of stove, which he called his “Pennsylvania
Fireplace” was invented by Benjamin Franklin in 1742. As might be expected
from one who has come to be regarded as the personification of thrift, it was
designed to save fuel and secure more heat than could be obtained from an open
fire.
These stoves can be put
in a fireplace or con-
nected to a chimney by a pipe running
through the wall, and will burn either
wood or coal equally well. Aside from
their decorative and distinctly Colonial
character they are most efficient heaters.
The six illustrated are all veritable re-
plicas, having been cast direct from au-
thentic antiques. Four of them have the
unusual feature of doors, which can be
closed to increase the draft or when the
stove is not in use. Each, however, is
demonstrate how the stove plates are assembled retlecting the changes 1n tashion over time. distinctive in design.
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tween the facing and the sides, while those
on**THE CLINTON" (pagel5) have hol-
lowed-out pilasters which close over the
pilasters on face of the stove. The large THE RUTLAND
urn on top of this stove is intended to in-

DOORS OPEN

THE CARVER DOORS CLOSED

THE RUTLAND—Solid brass knobs. Width 4014” at front, 274" ac | THE CARVF.R»SQ!M brass knobs, with double plates on the sides,
back. Height over knobs 40" x 194" deep. Depth including hearth b T QO \jr all si:cs;l\)\%s(}’}‘x ;.E
311" $175.00. Andirons, pair $10.00.

Prices include packing and delivery to Express Co. office in New York City

Figure 4. A page from Tod Hunter Inc.’s 1930 catalogue, with a range of
reproduction Franklin stoves for sale. http://archive.org/stream

Figure 3. Another example of a Franklin stove assembled. Collection of GratesFranklinStovesFireFrames/GratesFranklinStovesFireplaces#page
Winterthur Museum. Catalogue Number 1983.0210. n2/mode/lup

http://museumcollection.winterthur.or
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The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.
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